When I s aw the entire cover of Civilisa tion, the magazine of the library of Son- 
jress, devoted to s^Jiny, ,f 1fayward Spy, 11 with a picture under it of hin .and then the 
legend beside it, "How Ri char Bissell, the golden boy of the CIA, pushed the TT.S. 
into the Bay of ^igs," I w r : surprised* 

3ut after reading the story I wan lens surprised* 

i’he story, really fron the coming booh by the fewrweek Washington bureau 
chief, Evan Thomas, is from his coming bool:. The Very ^est 'A en* blames it all on 
Bissell. I n this it exculpates the institution. Except to the degree it did not control 
Bissell, and that is not r^allt spelled out. 

Those In or retired from, the OI*i who spoke to ihonas for this book of course 
had to have had CIA approval. 

Thomas wonders how they could fcjave been so era ay, "they” the word of the widow 
of 3ijlell 1 s top assistant, Tracy -Sanies . 

Thomas makes passing; mention of a few believing the Bay of tigs could not 
succeed. But he does not add it to the craziness to understand that it was not Bissell 


alone and that the failure that was certain was intended to give JIT£ no choice but to 
invade ^uba,IIor does he report that the far-right of the CIA, E. Howard Hunt, was 5m 
charge of the political end and was tc have written Ska's ne • consitution. (Until he 
quit thrt project be cause the mildly liberal refugees wern forced to collaborate with 
those of the right. He could not abije that.) 

anyone know; in * nothing also and rending this would believe that the *ranci 3 
Cary Powers u -2 flight that ended detente between Eisenhower and Khrunch^’ and that 
schedule? 1 conference at fails to carry it forward' would believe that it was Bissell 
alone who was reaponcoble for it. That, toe, was institutions^!, and Allen Dulles left 


little doubt about that in hie Senate foreign Relations Committee testimony, which I 
have. It was hi- decision and he said it was so urgent, long after the fact, because the 
weather wan about to change and they so urgently aeeded^weather observations the plane 
would make! That was urgent enough! to do what would certainly end the rapproahhnent 
between x ke and IBirwschev, which wan inevitable without that plane being brou, ;ht ggSSfry 
The idea may have been Fionas is but the affect is another exculpation of the 
CIA for the CIA 1 a m»-tekec, i eluding controlling* national policy .and writing it other 
than a s yrcciv'.ent’s formulated it. 








